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On Feb. 29 the UN Human Rights Commission passed a resolution stating that Guatemala
has made efforts to guarantee human rights, and called on the Guatemalan government to
establish mechanisms to prevent violations. Other organizations present a less sanguine picture.
Amnesty International says abuses continue. The UN Working Group on Forced or Involuntary
Disappearances lists positive steps, but emphasizes that the number of disappearances remains
substantial and a climate of fear prevails in the country. On March 10 the National Police arrested
six agents of the Treasury Police inside a white van linked to death squad activity in the capital,
including the kidnap-murders of Ana Elizabeth Paniagua and Jose Alberto Grijalva. The capture of
the "death van" and arrest of the Treasury Police agents was followed by a an unsuccessful rescue
attempt at the police barracks by 100 other Treasury Police officers, the firing of the director of the
Treasury Police by President Vinicio Cerezo, and a continuing investigation. The Mutual Support
Group (GAM) charged on March 16 that the capture of the "death van" was intended only to make
the police look good so as to justify foreign aid. GAM spokespersons pointed out that both the
family of Paniagua and a student representative to the Labor and Popular Action Union (UASP)
have been forced into exile recently due to death threats. GAM is the only human rights group
currently operating in Guatemala. (Basic data from Central America Report, 03/18/88, summarized
by Central America Resource Center, Minneapolis, Minn.)
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